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THERE AIN’T NO SUCH THING AS A SANITY CLAUSE

‘Twas the night before Christmas 2006 and I was scouring Borders for presents. My father had 
passed away ten days earlier.

On the remainders table were these ornamental reindeer. They had a bewildered look on their 
tiny, flocked faces as if to say, “How did it all come to this?” The weather had been hot and filthy 
and the smell of smoldering bushfires filtered through the air-conditioning, enough to make any 
critter that belonged in a snow dappled forest jittery.

Existence seemed like a dance between binaries and extremes. In the middle of our blistering 
summer we celebrate the winter solstice festivities packaged as Christmas. We over imbibe whilst 
pontificating about our New Year’s resolution of dieting. We lavish gifts upon one another whilst 
feeling unease about unsustainable consumption and global warming. With high spirits we
rejoice with family and friends around the barbie and plastic fir trees whilst all the while feeling 
even more bereft by the absence of those who have passed.

Janita Ryan
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#01 Dasher And Dancer Hear The Hum Of A Distant Motor
acrylic + oil on canvas + fairy lights 
89 cm diameter
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#02 Dasher And Dancer Hear The Markets Crash
acrylic + oil on canvas + fairy lights 
89 cm diameter
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#03 Prancer And Vixen Hear A Tree Fall
acrylic + oil on canvas + fairy lights 
89 cm diameter
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#04 Prancer And Vixen Call It A Night
acrylic + oil on canvas + fairy lights 
89 cm diameter
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#05 Comet And Cupid Smell Smoke
acrylic + oil on canvas + fairy lights 
89 cm diameter
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#06 Donner And Blitzen Sense Rain Is Near
acrylic + oil on canvas + fairy lights 
89 cm diameter
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#07 Ganesha Goes To Mumbai
acrylic, oil + gold leaf on canvas + fairy lights 
89 cm diameter
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#08 Ganesha Goes To Katmandu
acrylic on canvas + fairy lights 
89 cm diameter



ANITA TRAVERSO GALLERY

|11

#09 Global Toy-Box Crisis 1
oil on canvas
41 cm diameter
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#10 Global Toy-Box Crisis 2
oil on canvas
41 cm diameter
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#11 Global Toy-Box Crisis 3
oil on canvas
41 cm diameter
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#12 Global Toy-Box Crisis 4
oil on canvas
41 cm diameter
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#13 Global Toy-Box Crisis 5
oil on canvas
41 cm diameter


